
SUMMARY OF THE 
PRELIMINARY 
REQUEST FOR LAND 
RECOGNITION

MAN -MADE 
LANDSCAPES
MONTEREGIAN  
HILLS



AN ICONIC  NATURAL  LANDSCAPE
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AN ICONIC  NATURAL  LANDSCAPE

The Monteregian Hills are a group of ten hills in Quebec, connected by their shared
geological origin . They stretch over 245 km through one of the most densely populated
regions of the province .

TEN MONTEREGIAN  HILLS 



AN ICONIC  NATURAL  LANDSCAPE

Five Monteregian Hills are situated within 
the territory of the CMM :

Å Oka Hills

Å Mont Royal

Å Mont Saint -Bruno

Å Mont Saint -Hilaire

Å Mont Rougemont ( partially )

FIVE MONTEREGIAN HILLS LOCATED IN THE 
CMM



AN ICONIC  NATURAL  LANDSCAPE

OKA HILLS

Sources : Orthophoto  et carte topographique, 2023. Traitement CMM, 2024.



AN ICONIC  NATURAL  LANDSCAPE

MOUNT ROYAL

Sources : Orthophoto  et carte topographique, 2023. Traitement CMM, 2024.



AN ICONIC  NATURAL  LANDSCAPE

MOUNT SAINT -BRUNO

Sources : Orthophoto  et carte topographique, 2023. Traitement CMM, 2024.



AN ICONIC  NATURAL  LANDSCAPE

MOUNT SAINT -HILAIRE

Sources : Orthophoto  et carte topographique, 2023. Traitement CMM, 2024.



AN ICONIC  NATURAL  LANDSCAPE

MOUNT ROUGEMONT

Sources : Orthophoto  et carte topographique, 2023. Traitement CMM, 2024.



A RICH BUT FRAGILE NATURAL HERITAGE
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A RICH HERITAGE TO PRESERVE 

A RICH NATURAL HERITAGE TO PRESERVE

Diverse ecosystems
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An essential element of 
ecological connectivity

Abundant in biodiversity

A natural filter for air 
and water quality
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A RICH HERITAGE TO PRESERVE 

DIVERSE ECOSYSTEMS

The Monteregian Hills include a high proportion of mature forest areas and several wetlands, 
some of which are rare, aquatic environments, and  fallow lands.
Concerned area Oka Hills Mont Royal Mont Saint -Bruno

Mont Saint -
Hilaire

Mont 
Rougemont

Compilation

Forested 
areas

Forest 
stands (%)

49.9 44.7 71.9 66.6 67.7 57.1

Forest 
maturity

Mature and old
Mature and 
old

Mature Mature and old Mature and old Mature

Dominant 
species

Maple Maple, oak, ash Maple Maple Maple Maple 

Ecological 
groupings

White pine , red pine White pine, red oak
Hemlock with 
hardwoods, red oak

White pine , red pine, 
hemlock  with 
hardwoods, red oak 

Number of 
exceptional 
forest 
ecosystems

7 9 10 1 27

Wetlands (ha) 647 0.75 183.2 11 0 841.95

Fallow lands (ha) 260 152 45,9 457.9

Watersheds
Rivière du Chêne et 
rivière des Outaouais

Rivière ȱṜ Ǣǅǩșǰet ruisseau
Beloeil

Rivière des Hurons et 
ruisseau Cochon

Ruisseau à ȱṜ¿ʋɭɵ

Main watercourses
La Petite Rivière, 
ruisseau Rousse, 
Rivière aux Serpents

Ruisseau des Frères, 
Ruisseau du Moulin, ruisseau
Beloeil, Ruisseau Bernard

Ruisseau à ȱṜ¿ʋɭɵ(br -
18, br-27, br -28)

Approximately 220.5 km 
of identified 
watercourses



A RICH HERITAGE TO PRESERVE 

AN AREA RICH  IN BIODIVERSITY

In the Monteregian Hills, more than 89 plant species and 47 animal species are in 
precarious situations, with some facing the threat of extinction, such as the Western 
chorus frog, peregrine falcon, and mayapple.

Oka 
Hills

Mont 
Royal

Mont 
Saint -
Bruno

Mont 
Saint -
Hilaire

Mont 
Rougemont

Compilation

Plant 
species  with  
precarious  
status

51 16 22 19 6 89

Animal 
species  with  
precarious  
status

29 10 13 5 3 47

Western chorus frog
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A RICH HERITAGE TO PRESERVE 

AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT  OF ECOLOGICAL  
CONNECTIVITY

The Monteregian Hills play a crucial role in maintaining ecological connectivity at the local 
and regiona l level. 

Mapping of natural environments in the CMM based on their contribution to maintaining the 
ecological connectivity network evaluated at the scale of the St. Lawrence Lowlands, Source: 
Habitat, 2023

Contribution of natural environments to maintaining ecological connectivity 
in the CMM territory
Source: Habitat, 2023



A RICH HERITAGE TO PRESERVE 

MONTEREGIAN  HILLS : A FILTER FOR AIR AND 
WATER QUALITY

ÅThe forests covering 
the Monteregian Hills 
act as powerful natural 
filter, absorbing CO2 
and atmospheric 
pollutants .
ÅThe natural forest 

cover also plays an 
important role in 
protecting water 
resources, filtering 
surface and 
groundwater, and 
contributing to aquifer 
recharge.

Map of net annual primary carbon production
Source: Coalition des Monteregian  Hills, 2022



A RICH HERITAGE TO PRESERVE 

PAN -MONTEREGIAN CHALLENGES THAT 
JEOPARDIZE THIS PRECIOUS RESOURCE

ÅLand development pressures

ÅDifferent visions regarding land use

ÅOveruse

ÅUnsustainable resource extraction

ÅOverpopulation of white -tailed deer and habitat 
deterioration

ÅProliferation of invasive exotic species

ÅDegradation of wetlands and water environments

ÅFragmentation of natural environments

ÅAdaption to climate change

ÅVulnerability of built, landscape, and agricultural heritage
Damage caused by the emerald ash borer on Mount Royal
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INHABITED HILLS



INHABITED  HILLS

COEXISTENCE BETWEEN  HUMANS  AND THE 
ENVIRONMENT

Vibrant urban  life.

A peaceful refuge for 
health and well -being.
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Significant economic value, particularly for 
agriculture and tourism.


